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> Walk2-DunabrattinHead-circularwalk

This should only be undertaken with local advice as it is quite

dan�erousalon�thecliff-topsandmuchofitisonprivatelyowned

land.Advicecanalsobe�ivenastowheretostart.

Goodviewsof sea-archesand sea-stacksarepresentedalon� the

clifftopsasoneproceedswestfromBoatstrand.Soononecomesto

thefeaturethatprovidedthenameDunabrattin-defensivefeatures

andthesearestillverymuchinevidence.Afosseandembankment

across theheadland formeda fort (“Dún”) toprotecta�eltic clan

(Brattins?)wholivedhereabout2000yearsa�o.

Inside theDunorpromontory fort thecliff�rowshi�herandone

makesway cautiously to the tip of the headlandwhere stands a

moremoderndefensivefeature,alook-outpostbuiltdurin�World

WarII.Themaritimeve�etationhereblossomsspectacularlyinthe

sprin�.

Fromheretherearefinecoastalpanoramaseast towardsTramore

andwesttoDun�arvanBayandHelvicHead.Silhouettedbehindare

the�reatblocksofthe�omera�hMountains.

The track swin�s in their �eneral direction and around an

inaccessibleinlet.Alsovisibleisthehorizontallybandedlimestone

of the cliffs and sea-stacks. (For those with interest in the rocks

andfossils,pamphletsmaybeacquired locally).Onecancontinue

alon� the cliff-tops or take themain track across a field and out

throu�htheentrancetothefort.
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ForFurtherInformation

�opper�oastGeopark T:+353(0)51292828

�o.Waterford E:info@coppercoast�eopark.com

Ireland W:www.coppercoast�eopark.com

Walk3-Inlandroutes-(a)45minutes,(b)1h-
circularwalks

Proceedup thehill immediately east of Boatstrand.As you ascend
fine views open up of the cliffs and islands to the east.  From the
top of the hill onwards there are strikin� vistas of the �omera�hs.
Apleasantwalkbrin�sonetoacrossroads.Thebestoptionsare(a)
ri�htand(b)left.

(a)Goin�ri�htalon�aquietroadonedipsintoavalley.Proceedin�
uphillpastacotta�eontheri�htonecomestoanuntarredroadwith
a�ate.Thisbeautifulandunspoilt“boreen” leadsback to thecoast
road. Itshi�hhed�esare full of life as are thefieldsoneither side.
Gnarledoldtrees�rowinbo��ywateratthelowestpoint.

Walkin� on uphill from there, past a lar�e deserted farm complex,
newvistasappearofrollin�countrysidewiththe�omera�hsinthe
back�round and the coast sweepin� west to Dun�arvan Bay and
HelvicHead.Ashortwalkbrin�sonebacktothetarredroada�ain
with views of Boatstrand harbour. This road dips into an incised
river valley before risin� close to the cliff tops and back towards
Boatstrand.

(b) Goin� left alon� another quiet road past the reservoir tank on
theleftonedescendsintoanalmostuntouchedvalley.�rossin�the
streamonthelovelyoldbrid�e,onereachesacrossroadsandmay
opttoturnleft.

Thevalley�oin�left�oesto�ilmurrin�ove.Gostrai�htonherepast
ablow-holeontheri�ht,thentwolay-byesthatarepopularviewin�
points for the coast alon� here.The second has the �opper �oast
sculpturerepresentin�ice,fireandwater,theelementsthatshaped
thelandscape.Ashortwalkpastaclusterofhousesbrin�soneback
toBoatstrand.

Coverphoto:Boatstrandharbour

Photocredits:DesCowman(DunabrattinHead),JohnGalloway(cover),
SophiePréteseille(Kilmurrin,Boatstrandbeach,dilisk)

Memberof:

University�olle�e�ork
�oláistenahOllscoile�orcai�h Waterford�ounty�ouncil

Supportedby:

Geological Survey of Ireland
Suirbhéireacht Gheolaíochta Éireann

“Active�ommunities”

>�ilmurrincove(above),DunabrattinHead(below)



> Walk1-Boatstrandbeach

Thewalkeastwardsandovertherocksshouldonlybeundertakenat

anout�oin�tide–asklocaladvicefirst.Alsorememberthecliffsare

subjecttofrequentcliff-fallssocareshouldbetaken.

Boatstrand harbour was built in the late 1880s thou�h as the

nameimpliesthestrandhadbeenusedforboatin�andfishin�for

�enerationsbefore.On thecliffsbehind theharbour is awell, the

remainsofa19thcenturylimekilnandanexploratorylevellookin�

forcopperinthe19thcentury.

Theebbin�tideonthebeachtotheeastrevealsrockpools,miniature

universes in themselves. At low tide the ubiquitous bladder-rack

dominates with its blister-like“bladders” and its rounded re�ular

leaves.Theredthinstripsofdilisk(calleddulseelsewhereinIreland)

leftplasteredontherocksbytheebbofthewaterisalocaldelicacy

oncewashedandboiled.

Thecliffsimmediatelyeastoftheharbourareasoftmudstonelaid

inanAntarcticocean460millionyearsa�o.Furthereastlavadykes

canbeseenintrudin�intothemudstoneandbakin�itintoaharder

consistency.Atvariousplacesonthecliffsandonfallenrockspatches

ofironpyrite,“Fools�old”,�litterinthesun.Allalon�thecliff-topslie

thedebrisfromthe�laciersdepositedamere12,000yearsa�o.
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>Boatstrandbeachatlowtide(above),dilisk(below)
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