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TheCopperCoastGeopark
CountyWaterford,Ireland

Trailcard-Bunmahon

>

Bearrightatcrossroadsandup-hilltotheSlip.Havealittledetour

downtotherighttoviewmineopeningsoncliffandcopperstaining.

Backontheroadpassthecopperstorageyardandthenup-hillwith

themainabandonedmineshaftsatKnockmahon(Knock=hillover)

ontherightandcontinuepasttherailwayramp.

The ruins of Tankardstown Engine Houses and chimney come in

sightuphillontheleftwiththerailwaycuttingontheright.Thiswas

usedtobringtheoredowntothedressingyards.

The highlight of this walk will be the visit to the engine house

complex. Informationboardsexplain theentireprocess there.The

landscaped surroundingswith their coastal vistas are a feature in

themselves.

From here one can return the same way, with spectacular coast

viewsasfarasMineHeadtothewest.Or,followingthecoastroad

andtakingfirstleftoneproceedsalongatypicalquietmeandering

country road to a cross roads. First left again and down a valley,

pastanotherenginehouse,TankardstownNorth,andBonivymine

ontheleftandbacktoBunmahonenjoyingthefinecoastalviews

(photobelow).

>TankardstownEngineHouses

Walk2-CoastalMiningTrail
-about1½h-circularwalk

Follow theWalk 1 but continue

eastwardsafterthebridge.

There is a mining tub on the

rightfollowedbytheGeological

Garden with Ogham Stone

solaralignment(seeinformation

panels). The three-storey buil-

ding once was mine manager’s

house. Follow the road round

bythestarkremainsofdressing

yards on the left where the

crushingoftheoretookplace.

> Walk3-Clifftop-shortwalk

Turningleftfromthecarpark;followtheuntarredroadstraight

upthehillalongthetopofthecliffs.Fiveminuteswalkbrings

oneabovethespectacularTranamoe(inappropriately,“Beachof

thecattle”).Ontherightarecomplexvolcanicfeaturesandon

leftoldredsandstone.Immediatelybelowaseastackstandson

thebeach.Tracks leadtothebeachandalongthetopsofthe

cliffsaround.Beverycareful!

Coverphoto:ThecliffsatTankardstown

Photocredits:DesCowman(Tankardstown),RichardCutbill

(Tranamoe),MichaelO’Meara(Fauheenchurch),SophiePréteseille

(cover,oghamstoneandgeologicalgarden).

ForFurtherInformation

CopperCoastGeopark T:+353(0)51292828

Co.Waterford E:info@coppercoastgeopark.com

Ireland W:www.coppercoastgeopark.com

Memberof:

UniversityCollegeCork
ColáistenahOllscoileCorcaigh WaterfordCountyCouncil

Supportedby:

Geological Survey of Ireland
Suirbhéireacht Gheolaíochta Éireann

“ActiveCommunities”

>Tranamoe
>TheOghamStone
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Bunmahonwalksbeginatthebeachcarpark.

Walk1-InlandTrail-about1h-circularwalk

Startingatthecarparkoneseesacrosstheroadthefacadesofthe

miners’ cottages Eastwards across theRiverMahon thatgives its

nametoBunmahon(Bun=endof ).Thebridgeherereplacedwhat

isreputedtobethefirstreinforcedconcretebridgeinIreland,built

in1906.StopatlocalTitanicmemorialandgoleftheretoChurch

of Ireland (Geopark Centre and Bistro from 2008).The terrace of

housesontherightwaswheremine-managementlived.

Takethefirstleftuphillabout1kmtoanopenmineshaft(sometimes

overgrown) and a further kilometre to narrow road to right and

downthistobottomofvalley.Beforecrossingthestream,thescant

remains of amedieval Cistercianmonastery lie on the right and

aheadandthetinyFauheenchurchwithitsinterestinggraveyard.

Continueuphillontheothersideofthevalleyontoatarredroad

andturnright.EnjoyfineviewsofBunmahonBayasoneproceeds

downhill.

AttheCatholicChurch,whichwasaminers’TemperanceHall,one

can turn right to starting point at Church of Ireland or straight

andrighttovillage.GoingthatwayallowsavisittotheGeological

GardenandarestontheCopperCoasttableandseats...

>Rocksinthegeologicalgarden

>Fauheenchurch
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