
TheCopperCoastGeopark
CountyWaterford,Ireland

Trailcard-Stradbally

astorycapturedinstone

Walk3-TheDurrowcircuit-about2h

DownhillandpassingtheCove,acanopyoftreesclosesoverhead.
There is a record of 150,000 of such trees being planted here in
the 1740s andmanyof these are theoriginals.Theywerepart of
the Uniacke Estate and the main residence,Woodhouse, may be
glimpsedatintheTayvalleyontherightandthroughthespectacular
wroughtironentranceonthetopofthehill.

Thequietroadcontinuesthroughfarm-landandatthenextcross-
road,turnrightandbearrightagainonthemaincoastroad.Onthe
leftisadramaticrailbridge,crossingthesteepDalliganrivervalley.
The disused Waterford-Dungarvan line comes close to the walk
opposite thepubatDurrowandonecanseewhere itdisappears
into a tunnel here.The line is being converted into a signposted
walk.

Proceedingthroughopencountrysideforawhileonere-crossesthe
riverTayandbeyondit isasmalldisusedquarrywithamass-rock.
ImmediatelybeyondarethematuretreesoftheWoodhouseestate
followedby thequarryingofgreenishvolcanicandesite.Thenext
turnrightandrightagainleadsbacktoStradballyviatheCatholic
churchandtheBarronhall(seeplaquesonwallsforexplanations).

Coverphoto:Stradballycove

Photocredits:RichardCutbill(cover,Woodhouse),SophiePréteseille
(allothers)

>Thedoublelimekiln(above),Ballyvooney(below)

> Walk2-Ballyvooneycircuit-about1h

Godownhillfromthesundialandtakethefirstturnleft.Asuburban
roadleadsdowntoBallyvooneyBaywhereonemaysitandenjoy
the view before reading the information boards. Continue uphill
alongaquietcountryroadandstraightonwhereitmeetsthemain
coastroad.Atthisjunctionontherightisanaward-winninggarden.
Turnleft.Thereislittletraffictobotheroneasonedipsintoatranquil
valleyandupagain.AsharpturnleftbringsonebacktoStradbally.

ForFurtherInformation

CopperCoastGeopark T:+353(0)51292828

Co.Waterford E:info@coppercoastgeopark.com

Ireland W:www.coppercoastgeopark.com

>Woodhouse

>

Walk1(c)-Thecove

It isworthstoppingasonewalksdownhilltolookatthebeautiful
thatchedcottageontheleft.In1992itwonaspecialawardasthe
bestthatchedcottageinIreland.Atthefootofthehillisthebridge
overtheriverTayandimmediatelyafteritontheleftagateleading
intotheuniquecove(seefrontcoverphoto).

The beach is long and narrow with the sea some distance out
even at high tide. Bounded by interesting rocks on the right, its
distinguishingfeature isthewaytheriveremergesfromthetrees
and runs as a separate entity along the east side of the beach.
Enquiriescanbemadelocallyaboutcliffwalkshere.Thedoublelime
kilnheredatestotheagriculturalimprovementsofthelate1700s.
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> Walk1-Shortwalksfromthevillage

Start at theGeological Sundial in the square.Check the timeand
learnalittleabouttherocksoftheCopperCoastfromthepedestal.

>Theruinsofthemedievalchurch

> Walk1(a)-Thevillage

Theprettinessofthevillagestrikesallvisitorsandindeedithashad
aremarkablerunofsuccessesinthe“TidyTowns”competition,as
well as representing Ireland in the Entente Floraleof 1990,being
goldmedalwinnerin2002.Anumberofthehousesherearelisted
forpreservation.Walkanywheretoenjoyitscharmsbutdorespect
people’sprivacyanddesiretokeepthevillagelitterfree.

Walk1(b)-Medievalandmodernchurch

Ashortwalkwestwardfromthevillagestreet,pastsomenicehouses
bringsonetoStJameschurches.ThepresentChurchofIrelanddates
fromtheearly1800sandistypicalofsuchchurchesbuiltfor£500
eachoutofafundcalled“FirstFruits”.Theruinsbesideitdatefrom
severalperiods. The towerappears tohavebeen rebuilt,because
thelowermasonryismuchbetterthantherest.Itwasprobablythe
priest’s residence during a time ofwarfare that ravaged the area
betweenabout1450and1550. It isattachedtotheoldestpartof
thechurch(thechancel),probablybuiltinthe1200stojudgefrom
theroundheadedwindows.Themainbodyofthechurch,thenave,
was added later and the entire building fell into disuse after the
reformationinthemid1500s.Burialsthentookplaceintheruins.
The churchesare sign-posted from thevillageandbeautifully set
amongstmaturetrees.However,theruinsthemselvesaredangerous
anditissafertoviewthemonlyfromtheoutside.

>TheGeologicalSundialinthesquare
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